
likely to be a welcome addition to school 
resources. Teachers and careers advisors 
could learn a lot from it too.

So what exactly does a theatre producer 
do? Well, students will probably have heard 
of Cameron Mackintosh and have a loose, 
often inaccurate, idea that producers are 
people who invest money in productions. 
Few of them are likely to have seen this 
as a career opportunity for someone who 
is passionate about performing arts but 
doesn’t want hands-on involvement in 
acting or backstage performance support.

In So You Want to Be a Theatre 
Producer? James Seabright, who has 
produced over 100 shows in the West End 
and elsewhere, takes the reader through 
each stage of the process from conceiving 
a show, creating a budget, getting the 
rights, raising the money, dealing 
with venues and so on, right through 
to opening it and running it. And his 

introduction which admits that the role of 
the producer can appear ‘confusing and 
indefi nable,’ but then goes on to discuss 
what the producer does, is both interesting 
and informative. This too deserves a place in 
school careers libraries and anywhere else in 
school students are likely to turn for advice.

So You Want to Go To Drama School? 
by Helen Freeman, Nick Hern Books, 
£9.99, ISBN 978-1-84842-016-8
So You Want To be a TV Presenter? 
by Kathryn Wolfe, Nick Hern Books, 
£10.99, ISBN 978-1-84842-062-5
So You Want To Be a Theatre 
Producer? by James Seabright, 
Nick Hern Books, £12.99, 
ISBN 978-1-85459-537-9

Susan Elkin is education and training 
editor at The Stage and a former teacher.

Readers’ offer
Courtesy of Nick Hern Books, we have five copies of So you Want to go to 
Drama School? to give away to TD readers. 
To enter the draw, send your name and address on a postcard to: 
Rhinegold Publishing, Teaching Drama Autumn 2 draw,
239 Shaftesbury Avenue, London WC2H 8TF quoting TD Drama School.
Entries must be received by 10th December 2010.
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